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means war with England, and conversely. This fact held
good throughout each phase of the Manchurian affair :
that is the wisest view for Japan to take. The only doubt is
whether they will conjointly make war from the start, or
whether one will join in after the other has started. The
point is of importance as materially affecting the whole
situation.
(4)  Will Japan and England Ultimately Fight ?
Possible occasions of war.
As we have already seen, the relative positions of Japan
and England are incompatible. The teaching of history is
that war is inevitable, unless, indeed, England gives way.
We will imagine two possible occasions, one in the near
future, the other at a far more distant date.
(1)  If, at the next Pacific Conference to be held in two
or three years9  time, England, in the hope of nipping
Japanese expansion in the bud and anticipating a serious
collision, attempts actively to coerce Japan, not only over
Manchuria, but also over the closely related question of
armaments.
(2)  If, with the lapse of time after the Pacific Conference,
at which we will suppose a peaceful settlement to have beqn
reached by one means or another,  the economic clash
becomes more  pronounced  and  is  complicated  by  the
questions of Japan's population and natural resources.
Let us take the first of these.
England and the Pacific Conference.
As has been explained in Chapter II, section i, the
principal objects of England's China policy are to uphold
the Treaties of Peace, to preserve the territorial integrity of
China, and to maintain her political and economic supremacy
in that country. Her refusal to recognize Manchukuo was
in accordance with this policy. In other words, it is more
to her advantage for Manchuria to remain under the
sovereignty of China. It is therefore quite possible that at
the next Pacific Conference she may incite other countries
to demand the cancellation of the declaration of independence.
What I mean is this, according to the London Naval Treaty
a conference on reduction of armament is due in 1935 or